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CELEBRATING PENTECOST WITH A FOCUS ON THE NATIONS

By Marius Gradwell

I am writing this message to highlight a specific theme in the Pentecost narrative. That is God's
heart for the Nations.

Acts 2:1-12 ESV (1) When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one
place. (2) And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it
filled the entire house where they were sitting. (3) And divided tongues as of fire appeared to
them and rested on each one ofthem. (4) And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began
to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. (5) Now there were dwelling in
Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven. (6) And at this sound the
multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because each one was hearing them speak
in his own language. (7) And they were amazed and astonished, saying, "Are not all these who
are speaking Galileans? (8) And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language?
(9) Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia,
Pontus and Asia, (10) Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene,
and visitors from Rome, (11) both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians—we hear them
telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God.” (12) And all were amazed and perplexed,
saying to one another, “What does this mean?”

For us as Pentecostal and Charismatic Christians there is a tendency to look at the day of
Pentecost, the outpouring of the Holy Spirit and speaking in togues as an exclusive upper room
experience that had a public impact. | want to show you from scripture that Pentecost and the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit was a very inclusive and public event revealing God's heart and
passion for the nations.

Let us start by doing a very quick survey of the “Nations” theme that runs like a thread through
the Bible.
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Nations - Covenant with Abraham

Genesis 17:3-6 ESV Then Abram fell on his face. And God said to him, (4) “Behold, my covenant
is with you, and you shall be the father of a multitude of nations. (5) No longer shall your name
be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham, for | have made you the father of a multitude
of nations. (6) | will make you exceedingly fruitful, and | will make you into nations...

Nations - Prayer priority of the Church

Isaiah 56:7 NKJV “... For My house shall be called a house of prayer for all nations."

Nations - Destiny of the Church

Isaiah 60:1-3 ESV Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon
you. (2) For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the

LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you. (3) And nations shall come to
your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising.

Nations - the Heritage of Jesus

Psalms 2:7-8 ESV | will tell of the decree: The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today | have
begotten you. (8) Ask of me, and | will make the nations your heritage, and the ends of the earth
your possession.

Nations - the calling of the Church

Ephesians 1:16-18 ESV | do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my
prayers, (17) that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit
of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, (18) having the eyes of your hearts
enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches
of his glorious inheritance in the saints...

ltisimportantto link the scripture above to Psalm 2:7-8 and to the great commission in Matthew
28. Itis His (Jesus' Inheritance in (by means of) the saints.

Nations - the Mandate of the Church

Matthew 28:18-20 ESV And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth
has been given to me. (19) Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, (20) teaching them to observe all
that | have commanded you. And behold, | am with you always, to the end of the age.”

Nations - the Ultimate Goal

Matthew 24:3, 14 ESV (3) As he sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately,
saying, “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the
end of the age?”

(14) And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a
testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.

Nations - the Final Picture

Revelation 7:9-10 ESV After this | looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could
number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the
throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, (10) and
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crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the
Lamb!”

Pentecost and the Nations

John 7:37-39 ESV On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If
anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. (38) Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has
said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.” (39) Now this he said about the Spirit,
whom those who believed in him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been given,
because Jesus was not yet glorified.

Please take note that the prophetic utterance of Jesus recorded in the scripture above has three
different time frames as prophecy often has:

1 The present: “On the last day of the feast... Jesus stood up and cried out...”

1 Itlooks back: “As the Scripture has said...” and,

1 It looks forward: “...whom those who believed in him were to receive...” pointing to
Pentecost.

It is important to understand the significance of what Jesus said in terms of the past, present,
and future as we look at Pentecost and the nations.

Let us start by looking at the context and the present moment when Jesus spoke these words.

It was the last day of the feast. (Some translations refer to it as “a great day” or “the most
important day of the feast” The feast John is referring to is the “Feast of Tabernacles - Sukkot”.

See the two diagrams below. The Jews who heard Jesus speak understood the significance of
what He was saying prophetically because He linked it with the feast they were celebrating.
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The Feast of Tabernacles (known to some as the Feast of Booths) is the seventh and last festival
on the biblical calendar, as recorded in Leviticus 23. Also known as Sukkot in Hebrew, God
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